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TRADITION, COLOR AND FUN 



JS each Mexican village annually honors its 
patron saint vd.th festivities, and since there 
are as ; may saints' as there are ' days in the 
year, one may say that in Mexico it’s always fiesta time, 
Fireworks, dances, bull-fights, rodeos, a gay 
carrousels, and magic fire-eaters, churches 
decorated with white and blue tissue paper, 


market 
brightly 
the im- 
by dark- 

skinned Indians - these are the conglomerate elements 
that fuse into that typiical and unforgettable phenomenon, 
the Mexican fiesta. 


pressive ritual of the Catholic Church performed 


Although we give here a calendar of official 
holidays and outstanding festivals, when in Mexico you 
can ascertain the dates of celebrations in outlying 
districts from the G-overrment Tourist Department, the 
Mexican Tourist Association or any leading travel agency 
Fiestas are either civic or religious. The most direct 
way of learning when the latter occur is to follow the 
Catholic calendar, although this has its own difficul- 
ties, The saint’s day nay fall on a weekday and be cele- 
brated the following 'Sunday because the men are ousy in 
the fields. Or it may be ‘postponed until the harvest is 
gathered, for in the hearts of many Indians the festival 
is still one of direct thanlisgiving to aa. agricultLu?al 
vinity, Don Josd’s mother may have gone- to the 
shrine of Chalma to give thanks for her daughter’s 
raculous recovery from a major illness, and Don losd 
have accompanied her, traveling on his' icnees over 
stony paths as an expression of his great piety. But 


di- 
holy 
mi- 
may 
the 
it 


s, 


so happens that Don Josd is in charge of tlie. ' firework 
because he can build cleverer ca s t ill_ 03 _ than anyone else, 
and the townspeople, having become accustomed to the fine 
Castillos of Don lose, would not enjoy an inferior dis- 


play of firewor 


V*r* 


A fiesta, of course, would be un- 


thinkable without fire‘';rorks. Consequently, it must be 
put off until Don Josd’s return, Vdien will he return? 
iQuien sabe? - who knows? 


Tliere may be a dozen different reasons for 
changing the date of a fiesta, but when you see jtout 
first one you will decide it was ¥Jorth all previous dis- 
appointments. 


During fiesta time no one thinks of rest or 
sloen. Primitive ritual dances may begin at three 
o’clock in the morning, and continue until sundovjn of 
the following day. At nightfall the entire population 
gathers in the central plaza to watch the spectacular 
fireworks which are the high point of the co.lubrat ion. 
Mexican fireworks are really something to vratch. The 
castillp, a reed structure often reaching to a height of 
Thir'ty^lfeet , consists of a series of complicated fire- 
works which, setting each other off in sequence, build 


up to an impressive drama of 


ligl 


Lit and color. 


The 

glp)bo, also typical of these celebrations, is a huge 
baliioon made of myriads of tiny piieces of bright-colored 
paper: green, red, yellow and blue. Prom innumerable 
tlireads affixed to its sides, dangle cylindrical 

is released 


The 


mobo 


into the air. As it 
of fire, 
sudden- 


lanterns, 

rises in the dark night, it flaiaes into a mass 
soaring above the heads of the onlookers. The _ 
ly, it falls to earth in a shower of drip'ping 
The entire spectacle lasts only five minutes but 
of patient work have gone into its preparo.tion. 


par]' 


.VO, 

weeks 
With 
boci have 


the end of the fiesta 
reluctant to depart, m-ap 
overnight, V on 


sleep 


the fireworks, the climax anc 
been 3?eached, The Indians, 
their jgarapes close about them and 
the ground to rest their fiesta-weary bodies before i the 
journey home, Tlie visitor boards iiis train^or •; steps 
into his car and returns to the capital, thrilled p.and, 

glimpse into the pagan ;:ijieaft.| of! 


car and 
exhilarated by this new 
mysterious Mexico, 


Now, for the calendar 


holidays and festivals 





:-N 



1 


January 

!• 

— 

New Year’s Day, 

January 

6. 

- 

Dla de los Santos Reyes (the Epiphany) the 
gift giving day equivalent of our Christmas, (l) 

February 

2. 

- 

Candlemass Day, (2) 

February 

5. 

- 

Anniversary of the establishment of the Consti- 
tution of 1857 and 1917, now in effect. 

February 


- 

Movable Date - Carnival .Time, (3) 

March 

19, 

- 

St, Joseph’s Day, widely celebrated throughout 
Mexico, 

March 

21, 

- 

Anniversary of the birth of Benito Juarez and 

Day of the Indian Child, (4 & 5) 

mm 

- 

- 

Movable Date - Easter Season (Holy Thursday, 

Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday,) (6) 

April 

14. 

- 

Pan American Day, (Founding of the Pan American 
Union, ) 

May 

1, 

- 

Labor Day, 

May 

5. 

- 

National Day, coraemorating the Mexican victory 
over the French at Puebla in 1862, (7) 


4, 

- 

Independence Day of the United States of America. 

Auguat 

15. 

T" 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, (religious 
feast celebrated with processions throughout the 
Republic. ) 

September 

16. 

— 

Mexico’s Declaration of Independence, (8) 

October 

12. 

— 

Discovery of Aiiierica (Colunbus Day.) 

November 1 

& 2. 


All Saints Day & ATI Souls Day. (9) 



(Mexico Continued - 2) 


November 

20, « 

Revolution Day. 

(10) 

December 

12. - 

Guadalupe Day, 

(11) 

December 

25, - 

Christmas Day, 

( See Wot e 1 below. ) 


NOTES 

1, Roman Catholicism being the religion of the Republic, the 

chief feast days of the Church are generally observed; as a 
rule, Government Departments are closed, but stores sometimes 

remain open. 

In the months of December and January there ^ is a continu- 
ous round of religious and folk festivals in Mexico, These 
begin early in December, with Indian dances and miracle plays 
carrying the heritage of medieval Spain and of the great Indian 
civilization that preceded the Conquest. Noteworthy are those 
celebrated the second and sixth of the month in the Indian church- 
es of San Francisco and of Santa Maria Tonantzintla , near Puebla; 
the Monterrey ceremonies centering on the Purisima Church and 
plaza on December 8; and, also on the eighth, the Patzcuaro fes- 
tival honoring "Our Lady of Health." 

All I\fexico pays homage to the miracle -making Virgin of Guada- 
lupe on December 12th, See note 11, 

The posa das begin on the 16th., Almost every family holds one 
before Christmas eve. In the patios the guests, holding candles 
and plagued by the firecrackers set off by the children, follow 
an image of the Virgin and Joseph. Re-enacting the search for 
shelter, they stop at the door of each room and plead in Latin 
chant for entry. In the last room they are admitted, and there 
they sing their thanks. 

After this chaining ceremony is completed, the ^ merrymaking 
begins with the breaking of the pinata . This is a huge ^earthen- 
ware jar covered with streamers or vjith a papier mache lacsimile 
of a grotesque face. With Mexicans entry in the 'v/orld rjQ.T many 
of them will probably look like Hitler, Mussolini or Hirohito, 

The jar is suspended from a doorway, and each guest in turn is 
blindfolded and handed a stick. He must try to break the pinata , 
while the other guests call out confusing directions and the 
pinata is jerked out of his reach by a rope. At last someone 
strikes the lucky blow, and the children scramble for the shower 
of goodies that fall from the jar. 


(Mexico Continued 


The Mexicans spend much time -and artistic ingenuity- in arr.ang~ 
ing the manger .mhich instead of the Christmas tree is tne center 
of Christmas Eve ceremonies in hotli, churches and homes. However, 
the Christmas tree has nov^ invaded the Republic, and today the 
northern, visitor can ce3.0hre.tr' his kind of Christmas in Mexico as 
well as the traditional one of the country* Pastorales, or nativi- 
ty plays, are held ever5r/'jhere , very much as they were in medieval 
Europe* Christmas in Mexico is an unpara3,led opportunity to see 
all the great stream^s of culture that have made the modern Rijpublic 
- Indian, Spanish and Western* 

New Yearns Eve festivities always have a note of patriotism* 
Some of the great formal balls and- parties raise money for the Red 
Cross and other emergency funds* Nev; Year's Day closes with fairs 
and a blaze of fireworks. 


January 1 through 7 belongs t© Chalma* This remote mountain 
village has a famous m^i rad e-working Spanish crucifix in the mag- 
nificent San(?tuary. Eor centuries the pilgrims, tramping through 
mountain and forest, have worn the dirt trails as hard as stone. 

If you should camp in the forest preserve of Ze.mpoala, near Cuerna- 
vaca, during this time, you would see through the night an endless 
line of bobbing torches winding through the old mountain trail. The 
pilgrims travel day and night* The Chalma festival is one of the 
most colorful and unspoiled in Mexico, 




January fe, the Day of the Three Wise Men, is primarily a 
children's holiday. The children dress in costume pr in their 
best, and everyone buys for them the cleverly formed candies and 
Cakes that are for sale in the plaz.as. 

On the 15th the ancient Plume dance draws visitors to Zlmat- 
lan, near Oaxaca* Tenango del Valle, not far from, the capital, 
also has an interesting fiesta, on this date. 

On the 17th, everyone visits the town nearest his own named 
San Antonio. This is the day of St, Anthony, when domestic ani- 
ma3.s and pets, decked out with ribbons and stre.amers, are take.n 
to* the church to be blessed. 



{Mexico Continued - 4:,) 


2. In Mexico February is the traditional month for the planting 

of gardens and crops. It is a month of mild rains and warm, sun 
lit afternoons, and, therefore;, the belief that any seeds planted 
on Candlemasn Day will flourish into fine plants is usually sub- 
stantiated • The custom of planting in February has come down 
through the years from Mexico^ s pagan history, Kow, however, 
Candlemass Day is a much celebrated and revered fiesta. The 
festival is most interesting and colorful in the little town 
of San Juan de Los Lagos, not far from Leon, Guanajuato, There 
is a miraculous image of St, John in this towp, that is believed 
to protect the pilgrims against .death by drowning. The devout 
journey from all parts of Mexico to this slirine, and just before 
Candlemass Day one m.ay see them, laden with their bedding and 
cooking utensils, trudging along the country roads that lead to 
San luan de Lagos, At night they make camp under a tree or in a 
village; some have their sick with them and others their animals 
and over all an air of gayety prevails in anticipation of the 
fiesta day dances and serou: des. 

This Day is also celebrated with dances and fireworks in the 
village of Ei Pueblitcj a. vij-lage laiow;.! a,:- the site of interest- 
ing archaeological ruins, El Pueblito is near Q,ueretaro and may 
be reached by car from that city. 

From February Ist through the 7th, there are fiestas and 
dances at Tzintzuntzan, a charming Goionial town on the shores 
of Lake Patzcuaro, This village was once the center, of the 
powerful and artistic Tarascan Empire, and after the Spanish 
conquest, it was for some years the seat of the Catholic Arch- 
bishopric* In the square before the old church and convent, 
built in the best Plateresque style, one may still see the 
olive trees planted by the Spanish priests early in the six- 
teenth century. During the week that terminates on Ash Wed- 
nesday, native Passion Plays, with much naive charm, are pre- 
sented. 

The town itself is interesting as the center of the ancient 
feather work, brought to such a high degree of beauty by the 
" Tarascans, Tzintzuntzan, the name of the town, means "Place of 
the Humming Birds," for it was hummingbird feathers that vjere 
used' most in the delicate feather tapestries. 


(B/Iexioo Continued - 5,) 


FelDPuary 9tii is fiesta day in San duan Teotiimacan, This city 
is famous as the site of Mexico’s most imposing Toltec type archae- 
ological ruins. The Pyramids of the oun and the Moon, the Temple 
of the Plumed Serpent, and the Fortress, are vwll worth a visit at 
any 'time of the year but they are especially imposing at this season, 
when the sunlight is bright and intense, and one may see clearly the 
surrounding mountains. The native dances and bazaars of today make 
one meditate on what scenes of fiesta must have been some seven centu- 
ries ago before the subjugation of the proud I/.dians and the conver- 
sion of their pagan rituals. 


Carnival in Mexico, a week in late February, is marked by gay 
festivities wherein cares, restraints and every-day routine are for- 
gotten and the great king, Good Hunor, rules the land. Poets and 
peasants, philosophers and politicians, businessmen and bureaucrats 
join hands to have a rip-roaring good time into which, Vvith ty;pical 
Mexican hospitality, visitors are invited to join. The merry-making 
is especially animated at the colorful port toi.’ns of tiazatlan, Man- 
zanillo, Acapulco and Veracruz. Mexico City, as the nation’s capital, 
is the center of elaborate and lively celebrations. In every tovjn, 
large and small, there are native dances, balls, intricate f ireTTorks, 
special ceremonies, attractions and rodeos. 


One of the most interesting; of the rural Carnival celebrations 
takes place at Huejotzingo, a picturescue little village just an 
hour’s drive from Mexico City on the Puebla Highway, Hers several 
hundred inhabitants enact a three-day drams ''Itn the entire village 
as a setting. The theme of this outdoor play that dates back at 
least two centuries, is the elopement of a villages maiden with 
famous bandit, Augustin Lorenzo,^ The latter is portrayed as a 
charming fellow, somewhat on the Robin Hood type. The maiden, 
ally acted by a stalwart Indian in chintz shirts and a bright 
hat, is rather less appealing. She performs, however, some rather 
startling acrobatic feats, descending from a second story balcony 


the 

rather 

gener- 

felt 


of the Oitj Hall to a 
daring Augustin, 


fiery steed on whiich she rides off with the 


On the third day, after considerable blood 


and 


thunder and a 


series of stirring events including the actual burning of the honey- 


mi. 


moon hut, all ends well, 
mrriage with the daring 
terminates on a happy notei,^y^ 


he girl’s parents are reconciled to her 


young bandit, and the tempestuous romance 


(Mexio 0 Continued ~ 6,) 


Meanwhile there have been e7:citins encoimters between the 
French and Spanish soldiers and the Indian warriors portrayed by 
hundreds of local participants. The Indians, resplendent in many- 
colored plumed headdresses, their faces painted in intricate wiliite 
and sold designs, perform a series of beautiful native dances. The 
soldiers, mounted on horseback, stage mock combats Yjith very real 
rifles. As the i)lay unfolds the natives and visitors trail the all- 
star cast of several hundred local artists through the streets and 
plazas of the town. 


The dram lasts for three days, with time out for sleeping, 
eating, drinking and talking. Visitors are invariably thrilled by 
the spectacle, though they generally find the tvvelve-hour , three- 
day perfornance rather wearing and compromise by driving out for 
the morning or afternoori. Fortunately, the time of ai'rival doesn’t 
make much difference. The actors, vhio never seen to tire, keep a 
continuous show going, and at Hue jotziiigo the glamour and S'pectacle, 
not the plot, is the thing. 


With confetti in youm hair and music in your-ears, you mingle 

y, animated crowd, enjoying the performance and going off 

delicious Euejotzingo manzanilla, a 


with the ga-'^ 


¥Jhen you v\jish for a drink o: 


the 


locall 3 " browed 


beverage. 


:hat 'is between champagne and cider. But, 


like Carnival in Mexico, manzanilla is something you have to expert-^ 
ence to believe, V/ords just aren’t good enough. 


4 . 


5, 


6 . 


Benito Judrez was President of the Republic from 1858-1872. He 
was a statesraan, patriot, author of liberal reforms and led his people 
in resistance to the French invasion (1861-1867) .which culminated m 
the,- captiu'e and execution of Archduke Iviaximilian, of Austria, and in 
the withdrawal of the invaders. 


The "Day of the Indian Child" is also celebrated on this date, 
Snecial exhibits are held of the painting^s, handicrafts and other arts 
by the a.mazingly talented Iridia;ri children. 

Holy Weeib is an inspiring and deeply religious period observed 
vmth fiestas and Passion Plays, One of the most interesting takes 
place in Tzintzuntzan, the ancient Tarascan capital on the shores 
of Lake. 'Pat zeuaro , Here, on Iio]y Thursda^.T-, pious Indians enact the 
Last .Cupper, and on the following day perform the drama of Calvary, 
During Easter '-"eek vendors in all the markets of Mexico are busy sell- 
ing fireworks for the celebration of the ending oi lent on Holy batur- 
day. Most popular of the fireworks are the large pap ier-machd ' ‘Images 
of Judas, 



(Mexico Continue(i - ?,) 


7, The French, under General Laurencez, marching 10,000 strong 
on Mexico City from Veracruz, ^-vere met at Puebla, B.Iay 5, 1862, by 
4000 Mexicans under General Zaragoza and somidly defeated on this 
memorable date. The city vjas attacked again, hov/ever, by a strongly 
reinforced army and finally capitulated to the French on iday, 1863, 

8, "Viva Mexico I Long live Independence’," 


The answer echoes back from thousands of Mexicans 7;ho fill 
every corner of the huge square in -front of the national Palace. 

"Long live Independence’, Viva Mexico’." 


Bells of the cathedral ring out over the square, and a 
band crashes into the notes of the Mexican national anthem, 
whistles scream, and church bells all over the city ring abovi 


military 

Factory 

the 


crowds welcoming Mexico’s greatest national holiday, 


the independence 


celebration of the 16th of Sentember, 


Thus Mexico hails its George Washington, a village priest in 
the. state of Guanajuato who in 18.10 shcutod the first "grito" and 
called his congregation to follow him in. revolt against the harsh 
colonial rule of cipain, .Although the rebellion started by Miguel 
Hidalgo vms crushed, and the priest v-jas captured and shot .by the 
Spaniards, his uprising rr].arked the begirini-igg of Mexico’s struggle 
for freedom, Tho climax to Hida]..go’s heroic efforts did not c.ome 
until some years later, when the Mexican Republic was founded. 

There is a reception for the foreign, ambassadors a.nd repre- 
sentatives follo^^’ing the. cerei;iony, with a toast in chauipagno to the 
future prosperity and continued freedom of Mexico. 

The annual I:.idepenclence Day military parade takes place about 
noon on the 16th, Sidewalks are croswded v;ith intent spectators, as 
picked troops fro.m eveig^^ part of the Republic pass through the dovjii- 
town streets. Steel helmet ed infantry/ regiments, marching with fixed 
bayonets flittering in the sun, mke up the bulk of thv.: r,arade. But 
Mexicans also are given a good lock at some of the aiuiy’s more modern 
equipment. Field guns to^yed by truck and several wwiotorized antlah:ni'’ 2 f t 
batteries ruiable past the watchers, in addition to the clattering; pro- 
cession of cavalry -and horse -dr a^wn artillery, .Ar.my pla.i]es fly back 
and forth in formation over the parade route. 



9. 


10 , 


(Mexico Continued - 8,) 


”It’o almost as much fun to die as to live in Mexico,” says 
the Mexican Tourist Association in descrihing the celebration of 
".All Souls Day”. During the last days of October, gay placards in 
all the bakeries announce a fine supply of Dead lien’s Bread, The 
roimd loaves surmounted by "i?!! ell -baked dough slculls are relished by 
the living. Children beg their mothers for one of the tinsel deco- 
rated Su>gar skulls that peer enticingly from shop 'vvindoTAjs and market 
stands. DaiDper skeletons \^’ith plimied hats beckon vath a friendly 
gesture. Toy skeletons leap cheerfully out of cosy coffins at the 
pull of a cleverly/" arranged string. And as a fascinated youngster 
■winds the handle of a little box, a toy funeral passes in and out 
of a cardboard cathedral. November first and second are dedicated 
to the dead but ' the Mexican spirit, sc hospitable and gay, turns 
the occasion into a festive holiday. 

"Improvised altars decorated with black and ■'/■jhite paper cut- 
are arranged in Indian homes, hood is specially prepared for 


outj 

the dead of the family who, .cccording to the Indian tradition, return 
on this night to eat vitli their loved ones. The graveyards are visit- 
ed by picnic parties ■^■ho decorate the tombs and ■vjooden crosses "with 
pungent, bright yellow calendulas. This is the flov;er that the Indians 
aM’ays use to cheer up the dead, .The ceremony a.nd Tarasca^i singing 
at midnight on the Island of lanitzio, provide an impressive and un- 
earthly spectacle. The narro-^.''.’ graveyard is turned into a sparkling 
fairyland vihere myriads of gleaming c.-iiidles cast a ma.gic light on 
mounds garlanded -with fruits and flovjers. The Indians have a primi- 
tive attitude to‘i"jard3 death and the fact that they do not fear it is 
reflected in their gay celebrations of this day," 


In 1877 CTe.rieral Forfirio Diaz became President and ultimately 
dictator. He ruled Mexico for over thirty years. Although the 
Gouritrj" made much progi'ess duming that time, foreign interests gained 
tv’ide control, while education was neglected and labor oppressed. In 


1910 the rule of Diaz ended 


the result of a revolution headed by 


Francisco Madero, For ten years thereafter Mexico witnessed great 
political upheavals. Peaceful conditions ‘[■■jore restored in 1920, since 
T'-'jhich time, undei* six presidents — r Obregon, Galles, Pascual Ortiz*^ 
Rubio, Rodriguez, Cardenas sind Avila Camacho, Mexido has vjitnessed 
a nevj era of progress and prosperits". 



/ 


11 . 


( Mex i c 0 C ont inued - 9 « ) 

The day of Our Lady of G-uadalupe finds Mexico in gala attire. 
Children dressed in the colorful national costume sx'/arm the streets. 
Long lines of devout pilgrims wend their way toward the churches 
dedicated to this saint. During the great festival they camp for 
miles round, while the plaza outside the church resembles a great 
country fair. 

After ■ the church services the celebration goes into full 
swing with dancing, feasting and fireworks. In the open square 
before the church, matachin dancers and musicians pirouette in 
their quaint costumes hung with irdrrors, bright ribbons and fringe. 

In the little suburb of Guadalupe itself , just tv/enty minutes 
from Mexico City, tourists will see the streets bustling with people: 
thousands and thousands of pilgrims converging on the shrine, throng- 
ing the narro'w walks, flooding the large courtyard of the Cathedral, 
all patiently vjaiting their turn to enter and leave an offering. The 
rich and the poor, the healthy and the infirm, crowd within the im- 
pressive, riclily decorated church, Notl.ing in all Mexico is more ex- 
citing to the pious Indians than this great religious celebration in 
wdiich, following their omi primitive forius and customs, they pay 
homage to the Virgin of Guadalupe, 

According to legend, the Virgin of Guadalupe first appeared to 
Juan Diego, an innocent Indian peasant, in December of Ib.ll, Her 
sainthood was proclaimed by Papal Bull in 1754, tvjo hundred and 
twenty-three years later. 

The church and shrine of Guadalupe is a ^must"’ on all tourist 
itineraries. 
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